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   Advancing the rights and inclusion of people with disabilities worldwide



Rehabilitation
          International          Membership By-Laws
RI is a global network of people with disabilities, service providers, researchers, government agencies and advocates promoting and implementing the rights and inclusion of people with disabilities.  

RI is a:

· unique organization— both cross-disability and cross-disciplinary 

· democratic organization governed by an Assembly - representing its member   organizations - that meets annually to discuss the general policies of the organization 

· matrix organization, with regional leadership in Africa, the Arab region, Asia, Europe, Latin America and North America  It also has seven Standing Commission of experts working on specialized aspects of the field: education; health and function; international technology and accessibility (ICTA); Leisure, recreation and physical activities; policy and services; social; and work and employment

RI and its members develop and promote initiatives to protect the rights of people with disabilities and improve habilitation and rehabilitation and other crucial services for people with disabilities.  RI also works toward increasing international collaboration and advocates for policies and legislation recognizing the rights of people with disabilities and their families.  

National Member Organizations (NMOs)
NMO members can either be Organizations or federations of organizations of or for persons with disabilities, they are national in structure and program and are principally concerned with serving the needs of people with disabilities in the countries in which they function.

When more than one organization in a given country meet the above requirements, they may each be admitted to membership so long as there is agreement between or among them that collectively they will share the following rights and responsibilities of membership.  

Associate Member Organizations (AMOs)
AMOs are generally less than national in the scope of their activities or are active in connection with specific disability groups or professions, or are composed mainly of volunteers.

Organizations which apply to join RI as Associate Member Organizations will be encouraged to participate in RI by joining the existing federation National Member Organization.  If an organization is denied membership for any reason by an existing federation National Member Organization, it may then apply directly to RI for membership as an Associate Member Organization.

International Member Organizations (IMOs)
International organizations may be admitted by the RI Governing Assembly as International Member Organizations provided that such international organizations support the purpose and goals of RI.  They should be international in structure and have programs and offices internationally.

International Member Organizations agree pay annual dues subscription, A Reciprocal Membership Agreement between RI IMO’s can be requested to the EC on a one on one basis.  The IMO would be incorporated and would be an autonomous NGO and have a reciprocal membership agreement with RI.  The IMO would NOT make any payment to RI, could participate in RI events, not as a member, but as a partner organization, would have no vote, RI could partner on any project, and there is information sharing but no shared governance.

International Member Organizations pay annual dues subscription.

Corresponding (Individual) Members (CMs)
Individuals who are committed to the purpose and who are supportive of the goals of RI may apply and be accepted by the RI Executive Committee for membership in RI.  In countries which have federations serving as National Member Organizations in good standing, individuals will be encouraged to participate in RI by joining the existing federation National Member Organization.  If the National Member Organization does not provide for individual membership, or if the individual is denied membership for any reason by an existing federation National Member Organization, or if the individual would like to join RI and the existing federation National Member Organization simultaneously, application may be made directly to RI for membership as a Corresponding (Individual) Member.  Can be shortened

Membership Categories / Rights and Responsibilities

	National Member Organizations (NMOs) 
	International Member Organizations (IMOs)
	Associate Member Organizations (AMOs)
	Corresponding (Individual) Members (CMs)

	Agree to pay annual dues subscription                                                                                                        (for NMOs, if several organizations from a country are admitted, they must agree among themselves how the full dues assessment for that country will be apportioned and paid).

	Agree to represent RI In their own country, to disseminate information about the aims and activities of RI inside the country. 

	Exchange good practices and develop partnerships.

	Designate official representatives to the RI Governing Assembly who can represent and speak to the Assembly on behalf of the organization.

	Appoint the National Secretary for the country they represent & select its location as the secretariat and conduit of information services. 
	 
	Advise to make recommendation to NMO on the selection of National Secretary
	 

	Cast votes during the Annual Assemblies according to the RI Constitution
	
	Cast one vote during the Annual Assemblies

	Make appointments to the Standing Commissions
	Make recommendations to the NMO in the selection of appointments to the Standing Commissions. 
	Be nominated to the Standing Commissions

	Make nominations for elections of executive officers of RI
	 
	 

	Benefit from RI's consultative status with the United Nations

	Contribute to and receive publications


Standing Commissions are disability expert groups which assist in achieving RI’s strategic goals. RI Commissions are:

· Education Commission
· Health and Function Commission
· International Commission on Technology and Accessibility (ICTA)
· Leisure, Recreation and Physical Activities Commission
· Policy and Services Commission
· Social Commission
Work and Employment Commission
Life Patron Member (LP)
The designation of Life Patron member is reserved for individuals approved by the Rehabilitation International Executive Committee to have evidenced a deep and lasting interest in helping disabled persons throughout the world, particularly with reference to the aims and mission of Rehabilitation International.  

To nominate a Life Patron Member (LP), RI members are asked to send names to the RI Secretariat of individuals in their countries who have shown interest in helping persons with disabilities worldwide.  

Life Patron Membership carries a one-time membership contribution fee of US$6,000 per individual.

· Life Patron membership confers the life-long privilege to attend Rehabilitation International meetings (on a non-voting basis) wherever they may be held throughout the world.  

· Honor Certificates will be awarded by the President of Rehabilitation International.  

· A plaque commemorating Life Patron members will be prominently displayed at the RI World Headquarters.

To apply for membership
Submit to the RI Secretariat in New York a signed application with the organizations Annual Report, two years budget, organizational chart (if available), and a brief description of the purpose of the organization.  

The organization applying must be organized in accordance with relevant laws and regulations of the country in which it is legally based.  The applicant may be asked to show proof of when it was established and legally registered.  The Governing Assembly may request financial statements or other evidence to establish the ability of the applicant to pay an annual subscription to RI such as annual reports and yearly budgets for the organizations.

The term “country” in the Constitution will be interpreted in the manner judged to be in the best interests of assistance to persons with disabilities in the area concerned.

The Governing Assembly may require independent verification of the information submitted by an applying organization.  RI Regional representatives and or RI National Secretaries will be asked to contact the organization to make sure that it is in good standing in the country.

Out Reach Fund

In 2002 the RI Executive Committee established an Outreach Fund to facilitate members in countries with limited financial resources to continue to be members of RI for that year.  The decision to establish the Outreach Fund was taken as many of our member organizations found it difficult to pay membership fee resulting in some even losing their membership. 

Member Organizations with limited financial resources are invited to apply for support from the Outreach Fund by completing the appropriate application form and sending it the RI Secretariat.  

· The Outreach Fund provides a free year membership valued at $250 US dollars

· Only existing RI members can apply for the yearly grant

· This fund does not support projects, traveling or other activities.

· Organizations that were previously accepted to the Fund will need to reapply in order to be considered for the following year

· Scholarships from the Outreach grant are given for per diem participation in RI’s regional conference or World Congresses to members from developing countries with a special application procedure.

Membership Dues Structure and Voting Privileges

Universal Obligations
No member organization whose dues are not paid in full 30 days prior to the Governing Assembly convenes will be permitted to vote in the Assembly.  There will be no pro rata voting rights.  Such member organizations may designate non-voting observers to attend RI Governing Assemblies.

Members whose dues obligations have not been met for three consecutive years will lose their membership status in RI.

Any exceptions to the above will require a majority vote of the RI Executive Committee in order to deal with member organizations in countries under extraordinary circumstances and to stipulate an approved payment plan for organizations in arrears
NMO Federations 

	Inhabitants 

(million)
	 GNI/capita

0 - 1, 000


	GNI/capita

1,001 - 10,000 


	GNI/capita

10,001 – 20,000 

	Annual

minimum

contribution to Outreach Fund from countries with GNI/capita 10,001 – 20,000

	GNI/capita

20,001 +

	Annual 

minimum

contribution to Outreach Fund from countries with  GNI/capita exceeding 20,001 + 
	Number of Votes

	Less than  1 m
	100*
	250*
	500 
	100
	1 000
	100
	2

	1 – 4.9
	100*
	250* 
	750
	250
	4 000
	500
	2

	5- 12.9
	100*
	250*
	750
	250
	6000
	1000
	2

	13 – 25.9
	100*
	500
	1 000
	250 
	8 000
	1 000 
	2

	26 – 75.9
	250*
	750
	1 500
	500 
	15 000
	2 500 
	2

	76 +
	500
	1 000
	5 000
	1 000 
	35 000
	5 000 
	2


Other members
	RI Membership Category
	GNI/capita

0 - 1, 000


	GNI/capita

1,001 - 10,000 


	GNI/capita

10,001 – 20,000 

	Outreach Fund 10,001 – 20,000
	GNI/capita

20,001 +

	Outreach Fund 20,001 + 


	Number of Votes

	NMO not a Federation

member
	250*
	250*
	500
	250
	1 000
	500
	2 **

	AMO
	250
	250
	500
	250


	1000
	500
	0

	IMO

International Member Org.
	250
	500
	1 000
	250
	1 000
	250
	1

	Individual members
	50
	100
	250
	0
	250
	0
	0


*Can apply for support from Outreach Fund. 

** Each country has two votes.  Where there is more than one NMO, the NMOs would share the 2 Votes.

***Members can request a maximum 20% increase per year, when there are 
substantial increases.
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