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Advancing the rights and inclusion of persons with disabilities worldwide




Fact Sheet

Advocacy
How can I as an individual promote the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities?

There are many ways in which individuals can promote the signature, ratification and implementation of the Convention in their country.  Some suggestions include:

· Write letters, arrange meetings and contact government officials, parliamentarians and other policy-makers at the local and national levels to encourage your government to sign, ratify and implement the Convention and Optional Protocol as soon as possible.

· Organize a press conference or other media activities with local organizations in your community to spread awareness and promote implementation of the Convention. 

· Coordinate or participate in campaigns, such as a disability rights awareness day or a letter-writing campaign or petition, and other activities of organizations working to promote the Convention in your community.

· Ensure that your workplace is accessible to persons with all types of disabilities.

· Make a contribution to or volunteer with a disability organization in your community. 

How can my organization promote the Disability Rights Convention?

Organizations can promote the Convention by:

· Assessing the situation: Analyze the current situation facing people with disabilities in your country or region – that includes existing legislation, institutions, policies and practices – and consider what issues are priorities for the disability community and your organization. 

· Developing media campaign(s). Increase awareness of the Convention among partners in the disability community as well as other NGOs, (including mainstream human rights organizations), government officials, policy-makers, legal professionals, and the public through the media. Media outreach may be done by disseminating press releases, holding internet or in-person press conferences, arranging workshops and other meetings, and/or sending a letter or article to newspapers. Provide accessible information (e.g., Word format or large print) on the Convention and/or specific areas of concern to your organization related to the Convention. 

· Organizing public events. Raise public awareness of the Convention and the rights of persons with disabilities through meetings, concerts, rallies and other events. Invite well-known and respected individuals to these events to encourage attendance and media attention.

· Strengthening the dialogue with policy-makers. Identify the key policy-makers who can affect the decision-making process in your country, such as the prime minister or parliamentarians. Promote prompt ratification and implementation of the Convention by engaging in dialogue and sharing expertise with government officials, parliamentarians and other decision-makers, while ensuring that disabled peoples’ organizations (DPOs) are consulted throughout this process. Discussions with policy-makers can be carried out through phone calls, in-person meetings, letters, and emails.

· Building capacity. Provide support and technical assistance to persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, particularly in developing countries, to engage in self-advocacy and build alliances with other organizations, legal professionals, and/or government actors.

· Expanding partnerships in civil society. Foster the exchange of information and good practices among partners – particularly at the national and regional levels. Explore ways to collaborate with organizations in different movements, such as women’s rights organizations or mainstream human rights organizations, with the aim of greater collaboration and inclusion and mainstreaming of disability rights. 

· Monitoring implementation. Once the Convention takes effect, participate in the preparation of your country’s reports. Try to obtain a copy of the current and previous reports from the Foreign Ministry of your country. Conduct research, independent from your government, on the progress that your country makes to implement the Convention. Submit your findings as “shadow reports” to the international monitoring body of the Convention (the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities). Consider creating or joining an NGO network to jointly submit shadow reports. Shadow reports are valuable tools for the Committee when it evaluates government efforts to meet the obligations of the Convention.    
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