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RI Social Commission
Purpose/Mission 
· To promote social rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities in all aspects. Equalization of opportunities means "the process through which the general system of society, such as the physical and cultural environment, housing and transportation, social and health services, educational and work opportunities, cultural and social life, including sports and recreational facilities, are made accessible to all."
· To promote implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities with a special emphasis on the following Articles:   Article 5 Equality and non-discrimination , Article 6 Women with disabilities, Article 8 Awareness-raising, Article 19 Living independently and being included in the community, Article 26 Habilitation and rehabilitation, Article 28 Adequate standard of living and social protection, Article 29 Participation in political and public life, Article 30 Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport , Article 31 Statistics and data collection.
How and when they meet:

The Social Commission normally meets in connection with the RI Regional and World Conferences.  The Chair of the Commission holds web based discussions regularly to keep Commission members informed of activities or involved in projects. 
Some of the activities of the Social Commission:

· “Disability Data Collection” during 2008-2012: This project led by Hisao Sato supports Article 31 “Statistics and data collection”.
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· Global and regional platforms to support women with disabilities: Led by Ms. Anne Hawker and Ms. Karen Ngai

· Participating in global and regional platforms promoting community based rehabilitation 
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