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   Advancing the rights and inclusion of people with disabilities worldwide



Life Patron Membership
Zoetermeer

12-14 October 1982
Designation
The designation of Life Patron member is reserved for individuals approved by the Rehabilitation International Executive Committee who have evidenced a deep and abiding interest in helping disabled persons throughout the world, particularly with reference to the important aims and mission of Rehabilitation International.  Such membership carries a one-time membership contribution fee of US$6,000 per individual.

Life-long Privilege
Life Patron membership confers the life-long privilege to attend Rehabilitation International meetings (on a non-voting basis) wherever they may be held throughout the world.  Due recognition will be accorded to Life Patron Members.  Appropriate Honor Certificates will be awarded by the President of Rehabilitation International to new Life Patron members.  A plaque commemorating Life Patron members is prominently installed at the RI World Headquarters.

Policy Basis
The decision to create the category of Life Patron member was taken by the Rehabilitation International Assembly at its meeting in October, 1982 in Zoetermeer, the Netherlands, in recognition of the need to introduce new sources of income for the world organization.  Life Patron memberships permit Rehabilitation International to offset the gap between assessed income received from member organizations and expenditures for the wide range of activities approved each year by the Governing Assembly.  Life Patron memberships are also creating the basis for establishment with RI of a permanent reserve fund which enables the world organization to exist on a more stable financial basis.

Rehabilitation International is a worldwide non-governmental federation of organizations and agencies conducting programs for disability prevention and rehabilitation. Its membership includes both voluntary organizations and governmental agencies.  Founded in 1922, the organization has grown to over 1,000 member agencies in 86 countries in all regions of the world.  Please contact the Secretariat at: ri@riglobal.org for more information on how to become a Life Patron Member.
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