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RI is a global network promoting and implementing the rights and inclusion of 

people with disabilities




Rehabilitation International – LRPA Commission 

RI Commissions  

Québec, August 23rd 2008

Commission on Leisure, Recreation and Physical Activities (LRPA)

Report of the business meeting

Place and time: IRDPQ, Québec – 09h00

Present: 
Clermont Simard, Canada, chairman

Esko Mälkiä, Finland, past chair

Thomas Golka, Germany

Helene Chouinard, Canada

Richard Dufour, Canada


             Jan Sau Johansen, Denmark

1. 
Opening

Chairman Clermont Simard welcomed all participants.
2. Agenda was approved

3. President’s report:

Chairman Clermont Simard had a busy year with the preparation for the Congress.

He attended a business meeting in April 2008 in Qatar where he visited a Rehabilitation Center. At Qatar, the 3rd Annual International Forum, hosted by the Shafallah Center for Children with Special Needs, has bring together advocates, family members, scholars, and practitioners from a variety of perspectives to explore the theme of Sport and Ability. Shafallah Center's 3rd Annual International Forum has explored how sport, recreation and cultural activities promote social inclusion, acceptance, skill acquisition and friendships. During some days we have analyzed the current efforts of these programs and future directions for how sport and the promotion of ability can be expanded to reach all members of our globally aware society. 
As president of the Motor Adaptation Foundation (MAF), he made this organisation an NMO in link with RI. He plans to join MAF to LRPA and to work more on LRPA, having more free time now that the Congress will be over. With the foundation, he will keep trying to raise money to put forward projects in developing countries in LRPA.
Proposition:

On the website, make a link with FAM (NMO) and LRPA, build a secretariat, organize fund raising and work in the vision and mission of LRPA and FAM. 
Michael Fox joins the meeting at 09h55. He thanks the participants and says that it is fundamental that the Commissions work with the new UN Convention. He mentions that the new General Secretary is from the Philippines, that she has good contact with some world banks. It might be possible to make some links with Paralympics, IPC and LRPA. This would be a good opportunity to link also LRPA, IPC and the Commission on High Technology.
Chair Clermont Simard in his report mentions that informal contacts have been done during the past year and that will discuss with some participants during the RI Congress as to get some new members on the Commission: 3 members (President, Vice President and Secretary) in each country who is member of RI, one individual from other NGO and one other from other commissions of RI.
To answer the questions submitted by the General Assembly on the topic of the role of the Commissions, we will work on it and focus on points 1 and 2 to work according to the UN Convention and IPC.
4.  Discussion on last Commission report of LRPA

      Esko Malkia says that it is important to have good measure to be able to show        progress and then be able to get money. There is no real scale to measure Happiness – Quality of life.

    Rehabilitation is out of a medical model. Before one can do activities, one must have the capacity of doing it.
   The new term Rights and Inclusion does not make unanimity. It means a  loss or a big change about our vision. There has been no vote on this subject. For our commissions, our main goal is to have more physical activity for all.

    Question on link with Paralympics : How to do it ? We will stay in touch with the commission on technology and see how to improve the autonomy of people living with a disability.

5.     Discussion on how to activate alliances with other organizations and experts.
               The suggestion is made to have LRPA on the website of the MAF.
                Jan Sau Johansen will communicate with all the speakers  who have matters 

                concerning  LRPA.

6. Information on RI World Congress event, Québec City 2008: 
      ”Disability Rights and Social Participation: Ensuring a Society for All”, 
The World Congress will open on the 25th of August and close on the 28th of August. The main activities can be seen on the RI website. www.riquebec2008.org. 
7. Upgrading some mandates with NGO, Internationals and National organizations plus a list of experts in out field.

It is a very difficult task. It will be a four years mandate for the commission.
8. Other business

- Discussion on the field of Commission on leisure, recreation and physical activities

Members of the commission

· Esko Mälkiä has a specific mandate : Aqua evidence 
· Membership Non official member Federico from Mexico : the Commission will send an official proposal to add a member of Liberal Access

· The continuation of Marjo Rinne´s membership is not yet appointed for the next commission period. 
· In the mean time, Hélène Chouinard will be a substitute secretary.
· Clermont Simard is prepared to continue as a chairman for the next period.
· New members are very welcome. 

· Clermont Simard reports on his work in a mission in Perou and more on a local point of view,  the Tandem Amyot-Lachance-Défi  Vélo-Nage  and the adapted ski at Mont Ste-Anne.
             9.  Closing of the meeting


  The chairman gave thanks to the participants for the activity at the meeting.

                       Clermont Simard




Hélène Chouinard
                         Chairman





    Secretary
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