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P R E S S   R E L E A S E  


                                                                8th, July 2011



      International Children’s Peace Prize 2011
  4-years-fight against child sexual abuse in India honoured by Rehabilittion International, Denmark
 Durgha Devi Kanchana was nominated by RI-DK with the support of RI, headquarters New York and RI-Europe, Berlin, but out of 98 nominated children not selected as candidate for the Children’s Price 2011. However, RI-DK finds it not so important to stand up as a winner, but to stand up important! The Expert Committee expresses great admiration for what Durgha has done and also encourages Durgha to continue with the good work for peace and children’s rights.

Had she been the winner with a prize of € 100,000 RI-DK would have suggested the amount spent on the opening of a hotline for sexual abused school children in India. The telephone number of this hotline should be placed on the black board in the classroom with a guarantee from the Government that the telephone of the headmaster should be used in such emergencies.

Should anyone be interested in starting up or sponsoring such a project feel free to contact Mr. Jan  Sau Johansen, Rehabilitation International, Denmark.
Durgha Devi Kanchana, had to suffer under child sexual abuse (CSA) when she was 14 years old although she was suffering under a rheumatic heart disease. The crime was committed by the physics teacher of her school run by a trust called “Sevalaya” near Chennai, South India. With Durgha’s nomination this worldwide, century old misuse of children is again highlighted. Especially in India this crime is widely accepted by the society and a taboo. In its 2007 study the Indian Government revealed the shocking fact that every second child in India has experienced minimum once in its life sexual abuse.

Durgha grew up in a typical countryside family. Her parents are uneducated, very poor and hard working experiencing again and again suppression in their daily life by corrupt police and politicians. The mother is taking care of her family with its three children, the house and cow, the father was working hard in the fields until he got tuberculosis in the spine at the age of 37. They have to live from hand to mouth.

In these very difficult circumstances Durgha -backed by her parents- decided not to keep quiet as expected from all sides even her wider family. Therefore, she had to undergo bitter experiences including very hurting defamations, tremendous pressure and disinterest – all normal in the whole world when a child discloses sexual abuse. But she had the will, courage and stamina to take all this.

First she disclosed the crime to the founder and managing trustee of Sevalaya, Vadhirajan Muralidharan, and the headmaster of the school; both showed no interest, but threatened her to keep her mouth shut. In the course of time Muralidharan even published everywhere false accusations about Durgha, to disgrace her and also destroy her for the rest of her life.

The local police refused to take her complain and register a case in spite of its legal obligation. The district collector told her that there is no sufficient prove although Durgha referred to a school girl, who witnessed the crime. 

She turned towards various local Human Rights Organisations, also in Chennai and was intensively interviewed; she even appeared in a Public Hearing of the National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights. All had no doubt but did not bring her case to the concerning authorities, the court or to the public. The main reason for that was according to the Indian Council of Child Welfare (ICCW, Chennai) the constant, frustrating experience of interference especially from the political side of the then ruling party in Tamil Nadu. That happened many times, so that no case against a CSA-perpetrator could be carried out with a sentence to prison.

Only through the help of the German based NGO “Yoga-Vereinigung Rajagopalan” Durgha got a dedicated lawyer, advocate Moorthi Shreedhar, Chennai. Because of his tremendous effort during the past 3 years there is a criminal case against the physics teacher. But there is still no judgement. Local Police and the local Court are constantly delaying the case in spite of a published final report of the Crime Branch - Criminal Investigation Department (CB CID), Chennai. After thorough investigation the CB CID came to the clear result, that the teacher had committed the crime. The causes for this delay -as it is said- are repeated interference of local and high ranking politicians of the former government of Tamil Nadu and heavy illegal flow of money. Even the former Minister for School Education kept good relationship to Sevalaya in spite of complaints on his office desk since 2006.

Because of this delay fortunately the Chennai High Court interfered recently. Now Durgha has full trust that the perpetrator will be convicted very soon. Many people and organisations are already waiting eagerly for this “landmark-judgement” in India.  For Durgha this justice will be late. But she will be very satisfied with it; it will fundamentally serve her deep wish of protecting other children of CSA and punishing the perpetrator. It will bring also an end to the other civil and criminal cases, which Muralidharan threw on Durgha, her mother, the witness and others. Then she will be able to concentrate also on her education: she already completed high school and hopes to complete her college later. As someone who knows too well, what CSA means, she will continue to take care and may be even work in that area later. 

The International Children’s Peace Prize is presented annually to an exceptional child, whose courageous or otherwise remarkable acts and thoughts have made a difference in countering problems, which affect children around the world. The prize is an initiative of the Dutch organisation “KidsRights” and was launched during 2005 Nobel Peace Laureates’ Summit by Mikhail Gorbachev. Each year the International Children’s Peace Prize Laureate is selected from nominations from all over the world. An Expert Committee assesses the candidates and then selects the winner. The prize money of €100,000 that is attached to the Children´s Peace Prize, is spent by “KidsRights” on projects that are closely connected to the winners’ area of work.
About RI: Founded in 1922. Rehabilitation International (RI) is the only worldwide network of people with disabilities, service providers, Government agencies, academics, researchers and advocates working to improve the quality of life of people with disabilities. With member organizations in 100 countries and I all regions of he world, RI provides a forum for the exchange of experiences and information on research and practice.
