African Region
Activates in 2011

Location: Ethiopia 

Title: Inclusive Outreach, Education, Prevention and Care of HIV AIDS for Persons with Disabilities (PWD): 

RI president Elect Jan Monsbakken is serving as project manager for a project in Ethiopia which has established an Ethiopian Women’s Health Association. RI is currently collaborating with the newly formed Women’s Health Association to develop HIV/AIDS educational, outreach and preventative programming for PWD, focusing on women and youth with disabilities. This project is awaiting funding and seeks to increase the access of PWD, particularly women and youth with disabilities, to quality educational material and preventative care as well as to treatment of HIV/AIDS. Using the Health Association, and their contacts with the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Women and Youth Affairs, as well as by collaborating with HIV/AIDS outreach organizations, the project would train health care and outreach worker on the needs and health concerns of PWD including women and youth with disabilities while also teaching the workers how to provide accessible information, outreach to marginalized and vulnerable groups including those traditionally living in isolation, identify and address the specific risk factors of HIV/AIDS for PWD and women and youth with disabilities, and to teach members of the disability community to share this information with others. In addition, this project seeks to train the disability community including women and youth with disabilities on their rights under the CRPD, how to serve as self advocates, their right to health care and education, maternal care and HIV/AIDS, and how to work together for implantation of the CRPD. 
Location: Nigeria

Title: GAC

RI Nigeria has undertaken a national advocacy campaign to promote implementation of the CRPD. These efforts have included a letter writing campaign to the President of Nigeria and other members of local and national government, documentation of abuses of rights, issuing press releases, lobbying for reform of national disability law, outreaching to and utilizing local media, staging peaceful demonstrations, forming an unified network of disability organizations, and utilizing lessons learned, material and experiences of the GAC.

