African Region

Activates in 2011

Location: Qatar, Lebanon, Jordan, Oman
Title: Building the Capacity of Women with Disabilities: Promoting greater social, political and economic inclusion of women with disabilities in the Arab region. 
RI is currently working through its Arab region network to empower women with disabilities and promote their economic, political and social inclusion. In 2009 RI conducted empowerment trainings for women with disabilities were held in Cairo, Egypt and in May of 2011 a capacity building training for women with disabilities took place in Doha, Qatar. Throughout June, July and August RI has held similar activities in Jordan, Oman and organized activities in Lebanon. Through these training workshops RI aims to mobilize women with disabilities throughout the Arab Region by building their capacity on their rights under the CRPD and by working towards a regional action plan and network of women with disabilities which can be activated to support the economic, social and political inclusion of women with disabilities in the region. Trainings have covered the following topics: 

· Session I: The International Human Rights and Women’s Rights Framework
· Session II: Overview of the Convention on the Rights of Persons/CRPD with Disabilities, Standard Rules, Disability and Women’s rights legislation in the Arab region
· Session III: Challenges faced by women with disabilities in the Arab Region 
· Session IV: Advocating for the Rights of Women with Disabilities 
· Session V: Non-discrimination and the Right Against Violence for Women: International and Regional Context
· Session VI: The Rights to Education and Employment for Women: International and Regional Context
· Session VII: Partnerships and Strategies for a Regional Action Plan 

· Session VIII: Working Groups: MAKING YOUR ACTION PLAN
· Session IX: Next Steps – Strategies, Leadership and Responsibilities
Location: Lebanon

Title: GAC

The Arab Region organized a meeting in Beirut, Lebanon from January 12-13, 2011 where 36 members representing 23 organizations from 14 countries came together and visited the President of the Republic and Speaker of the House and handed them a memorandum calling for Ratification of Lebanon on CRPD.

Under the patronage of H.E. General Michael Suleiman, President of the Republic of Lebanon, the Second Meeting of State Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions took place in Beirut, Lebanon from Sept. 12-16, 2011. The meeting was organized by the Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs in collaboration with Lebanese Mine National Center, and supported by UNDP. Governmental and NGO Representatives from 81 countries along with RI members participated in the conference. During this conference the Vice President of the RI Arab Region attended a welfare reception at the residence Region. H.E. Mr. Berri, a Speaker of the parliament, and delivered a speech about the importance of ratification of the CRPD in Lebanon.

Activities in 2011

· RI – Arab Region organized a meeting in Beirut – Lebanon 12-13 January 2011, 36 members representing 23 organization from 14 countries participated in the meeting. Participants visited President of the Republic and Speaker of the House and handed them a memorandum calling for Ratification of Lebanon on CRPD.
· RI - Arab Region organized a training session (Workshop) Doha-State of Qatar to empower Women with Disabilities 7-8 June 2011, 40 women from 12 Arab countries attended. The final resolutions of the meeting called for establishing a Regional Network for Women with Disabilities.

· RI- Arab Region called for a General Assembly next month to be convened in Doha- Qatar 12-13 October 2011. The main issues on the Agenda in addition to Administrative and Financial Reports, Seminar on "Importance of Information Technology and Communications in the life of Persons with Disabilities", and Implementation of CRPD in Arab Countries where it is not yet ratified.

· RI Arab Region is planning to organize Regional or International Conference on "Together for a better world for all: Including Persons with Disabilities in Development" during August 2012, information will be available on due course.

