Asia Pacific Region

Activates in 2011

Country: India 

Title: Building the Capacity of Women with Disabilities in India: Promoting the Right to Health and Employment
Since 2007 RI has been working in partnership with its member Shanta Memorial Rehabilitation Center (SMRC) on programming designed to promote the inclusion of women with disabilities into all social, political and economic development in India. This project was first supported by the generous contribution of the Austrian Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer Protection and is currently being funded in part by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) with additional funding coming from a local donor in India who is providing a small amount for the design training component. The overall goals of this project is to increase knowledge on the CRPD and create self advocates, to generate economic empowerment through vocational training and microenterprise, and to promote the right to health, reproductive health and basic health care practices among women with disabilities. This project is currently being undertaken in the four rural/indigenous Indian States of Orissa, Chhatisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal. 
As of the end of June 2011 the first round of training under the project’s second phase has been completed. In each of the 4 States 80 women with disabilities, as well as many of their care takers, children and other family members, have participated in training on the CRPD and advocacy. Most beneficiaries of this training were women who have entered into to this project as of phase II. Several beneficiaries who have continued with this project from phase I took part in the trainings as mentors. In order to maximize the benefits of this project RI and SMRC have partnered with two disabled persons’ organizations (DPOs) in Chhatisgarh and West Bengal and a non-governmental organization (NGO) in Andhra Pradesh. These local partners have assisted with identification of the new beneficiaries who are participating in phase II and as well as with providing the new beneficiaries with the same basic skills and vocational training that the beneficiaries from phase I had received. This has ensured that both new beneficiaries and continuing beneficiaries have the same capacity to participate in and benefit from the second round of training for this project. 

During the second round of training, scheduled to take place in August 2011, both new and past beneficiaries will complete workshops on marketing and design of products as well as on micro-credit. The training on micro-credit will include how to access the government micro-loan scheme, management and repayment of micro-loans and assistance with loan applications. To ensure that beneficiaries have the best possible chance of accessing the government micro-loan program a bank linkage officer has been assigned to each of the 4 project sites and will help ensure a direct connection between the project and the banks. In addition, project personnel will work with beneficiaries on implementing the loans and managing their small enterprises. 
The final component of this project is access to health care and health related information for women with disabilities. Building off of the website that was developed in phase I this project will continue to expand the website in order to provide women with disabilities basic information on health care, and will unitize the online network of women with disabilities that has been created during phase I to disseminate information and allow beneficiaries to share support, health practices and material. This network will be greatly expanded by the addition of project beneficiaries and through the local partnerships that are mentioned above. Currently RI is working with SMRC to develop basic training material on health care practices, the right to reproductive freedom and healthcare under the CRPD and other international documents, as well as information on how to use current government healthcare services and health benefits in India.

In 2012 and beyond RI and SMRC hope to expand this project to incorporate more women who will undergo similar training in order to find economic and social inclusion, and wish to open more project sites in other states of India. Ideally RI and SMRC would like to run a phase III of the project which would include expansion of beneficiaries as well as continued work with current beneficiaries on ensuring the success of their economic endeavors and addressing any difficulties that arise with their economic development. RI is currently working to compile all training material, good practices, project methodology and successes in order to produce a publication that can be used to facilitate the expansion of this project as well as its potential use in other countries.
Location: South Korea

Title: GAC

Korean Society for Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities (KSRPD) as part of the 2012 Asia Pacific Disability Forum (APDF) Conference Organizing Committee in solidarity with 42 disability NGOs in South Korea continues to advocate for the ratification of the CRPD. Efforts include holding press conferences and lobbying the government through the submission of written statements to the National Assembly and related governmental representatives.
On September 1-2, 2011 KSRPD, as part of the APDF and in collaboration with 42 disability NGOs in South Korea, organized a conference with Ronald McCallum, the UN CRPD Chair, as one of the invited speakers, to share the challenges that Korean disability NGOs face in the implementation of the UN CRPD and to raise awareness and to evoke action from the disability sector in South Korea. 
Other activities:

1. Disaster Preparedness and Recovery: Rehabilitation International and Daisy Consortium (who develop, maintain and promote international DAISY (Digital Accessible Information System) Standards) held a combined meeting on the May 21, 2011 in Korea to discuss the issue of disaster preparedness and recovery as part of mainstream development and delivery for people with disabilities. 
2. Field Research: The 11 commissions of RI Korea have conducted field research in order to make policy recommendations regarding the various issues in the disability field of South Korea. The research findings will be presented on December 1, 2011 at the 40th annual ‘RI Korea Rehabilitation Congress’.

3. World Congress: 27 disability organizations within South Korea including RI Korea members KSRPD, Korea Employment Agency for the Disabled (KEAD), and Korea Workers’ Compensation & Welfare Services are working together to prepare for the upcoming 2012 RI World Congress and promote participation in RI.

4. Shadow Reporting: As the South Korean government has submitted its national report to the UNCRPD committee on June 22 of this year, the APDF organizing committee and RI Korea committee members are preparing the shadow report and expecting to submit this in early 2013. 

