Europe Region

Activates in 2011

The NMO of RI in the European Region (RI Europe) has decided about the attached positions. This leaflet has been distributed to decision makers in Europe for attracting rehabilitation as a social and economic value for societies. In December 2011 Joachim Breuer (Vice-President RI) will attend a meeting with the relevant Commission of the European Community to discuss collaboration between the EU and RI Europe. The exchange of experiences in implementing the UN-CRPD in divers European counties will be one of several topics.

RI Europe provides meetings twice a year. The goal of their members since two years is to strengthen rehabilitation together with other rehabilitation experts by using following main strategy: Contracts of cooperation with organisations of stakeholders in rehabilitation in Europe, such as the European Physicians in Rehabilitation (www.esprm.net) or the European Platform of Service Providers in Rehabilitation (www.epr.eu). The office of RI Europe in Brussels has been established in the office of www.esip.org, the European Social Insurance Partners.

Within the next months (2011-2013) the initiated collaboration of RI Europe members providing their divers expertise and interdisciplinary know-how will be concretized in some action fields like research, education and consultation in rehabilitation issues including CRPD (Art. 25-27). One essential topic will be “work and employment” for people with disabilities including early intervention (prevention) and return-to-work programs. RI will discuss a draft of guidelines being prepared by the “RI Commission” at the RI assembly in Sao Paulo in November 2011.

In addition to that RI Europe and Joachim Breuer as its Vice-President promote the importance of international cooperation in rehabilitation during his many speeches in other continents and various congresses the last two years: China, Malaysia, India, South Africa, Brasil, Canada, U.S.A., Australia or New Zealand. In each event he promotes RI by explaining the value of collaborate with this organisation. In October 2011 the www.issa.int together with RI will offer an international congress on „employability“ in Düsseldorf (Germany), where also Jan Monsbakken will present a lecture. 

In all these activities Friedrich Mehrhoff supports Joachim Breuer and Siobhan Baron (Deputy Vice-President of RI for Europe) as a director of the RI Europe office. Representatives of RI Europe participated in RI Conferences, among others, the European Conference of RI in Copenhagen in November 2010. RI Europe is seeking to find new active NMO in especially Eastern European Countries. RI Europe is also searching for strong members in Western Europe like in France and Spain. The language of the English dominating RI community might be one of the barriers.
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In December 2011 Joachim Breuer (Vice-President of RI Europe) will attend a meeting with the Commission of the European Community (EC) to discuss collaboration between the EC and RI Europe, as well the experiences RI has had in implementing the UN CRPD in different European countries. 

From the end of 2011 throughout 2013 RI Europe members will be collaborating to provide their divers expertise and interdisciplinary knowledge on the development of guidelines on implementation of Art. 25‑27 of the CRPD. The collaboration will also work on producing research, education and consultation material on the topic of work and employment for people with disabilities including early intervention and return-to-work programs.

