Latin America Region

Activates in 2011

Location: Argentina, Mexico, El Salvador, Ecuador and Costa Rica
Title: GAC

From 2007-2010 RI carried out a legal analysis of national disability law in Argentina, Mexico, El Salvador, Ecuador and Costa Rica. This analysis provided an overview of each country’s domestic law high lightening ways the laws fell short of compliance with the CRPD. Based on these findings and with the input of experts from RI, RI partnerships, RI local members and a pro-bono legal team consisting of international and local experts, recommendations were developed on how to bring national laws into compliance with the CRPD. 

During 2011 in Mexico and Argentina these recommendations continue to play a key role in shaping reform. The Mexican Senate originally took up RI’s recommendations in 2009 and again used them in 2011 as part of creating new disability law in Mexico. Although there are many significant flaws with the new laws, they do reflect RI’s recommendation for the formation of a separate and independent body whose purpose is monitoring the implementation of the CPRD. RI’s work has also been influential in Mexico withdrawing its reservation to the CRPD. In Argentina the recommendations are being used by the President’s Commission which has been formed to review Argentina’s compliance with the CRPD. In each of the other countries the final documents produced by RI continue to be used for education, advocacy and for guidance on how to implement the CRPD.
On Aug. 23, 2011 RI held a meeting with the Vance Center for International Justice and the law firm of Weil Gotshal & Manges to explore expanding RI’s GAC program into a phase III which would include lobbying and advocacy strategies for greater implementation, trainings for the disability and legal community on the CRPD, incorporating trainings and advocacy on the right to rehabilitation and employment under the CRPD, the use of test cases and legal action to challenge practices out of line with the CRPD, among other efforts. RI is currently exploring what can be done pro-bono on the legal team’s side and working with Vance and Weil to reach out to funding sources. In addition, through RI’s partnership with Vance and Weil RI has been able to provide the legal community, both in US and in Latin America where Vance and Weil have partners, with information on the meaning of the CRPD, how it should be applied as well as implementation strategies. In addition, RI is looking into expanding its GAC work to the Asian, African, Arab and Eastern European regions and had begun working in these regions as detailed in the following section.
Further activites:

1. Fundraising: RI is planning on holding a fundraising event in Mexico City, Mexico in spring of 2012 in order to raise funding to execute a project on empowerment and rights training as well economic development for women with disabilities in rural Mexico. This project is in part based on the program currently being run in India (detailed above under the Asia Pacific region) as well as on the needs identified by the local disability community in Mexico and RI experts. 

2. Inclusive Education: RI is serving as part of the advisory board for the development of university guidelines regarding inclusive education in higher learning institutes. This projected is being facilitated by RI member, University of Rosario in Columbia and is expected to be completed in early 2013. RI will also help to disseminate these guidelines through the RI network and the international community. 

