Policy and Services Commission

Activates in 2011

1. Seminars on rehabilitation: The commission has organized three seminars on the topic of Rehabilitation since November :

· As part of the 9th European conference of Rehabilitation the commission organized a seminar on “How different countries Operationalize the Inclusion and Retention of People with Health Issues and Disabilities in the Work Place”. The commission chair, Veijo Notkola, served as the Chairman of the seminar. 

· The second seminar was organized in Helsinki as part of annual Finnish rehabilitation conference. RI President, Anne Hawker, was one of the key speakers and presented on the “Rights and Inclusion of Disabled Persons”. The commission lead seminar was entitled, “Challenges and Partnership of Rehabilitation in the Baltic Sea region”. In this seminar there was also one presentation from State University of St. Petersburg, Russia and the commission used this opportunity to outreach RI membership efforts to Eastern Europe. 

· The third seminar was arranged in Helsinki together with German association of rehabilitation (DVFR). The topic of the seminar was “Meeting the psycho-social challenges of return-to-work: Younger adults after a long sick-leave. 

2.  Future Seminars: The commission is planning a seminar to be in Helsinki in the Spring of 2012; and  a seminar to take place at the RI World Congress in South Korea in 2012. The topic of the Korean seminar will be rehabilitation in third world and the role of CBR. .
